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Season's Greetings
December 2019

2019
BY THE NUMBERS
1080 winter and summer
lessons & opportunities for
290 participants age 5 and
older.
117 winter and summer
lessons & opportunities for
Military Veterans
5,255 donated hours from
120 volunteers...THANK YOU!

Adaptive Programs:
Winter Alpine Ski & Board
Backcountry Powder Camp
Nordic Ski
Mountain Bike
Paddleboard & Kayak
Watersports- Water skiing,
wake boarding, wake surfing &
more
Military Veterans

Celebrating 35 Years of DREAM
By: Julie Tickle, Exec. Director
Over the past 35 years, thousands of lives have been positively
impacted through DREAM's mission. I have an ever-growing list of
how participants, programs and volunteers continue to change my
life for the better; I will always remember the emotions surrounding the program
day when I took my late father, who was battling ALS, out for a paddle. Time on
the water gave him freedom lost and a much-needed morale and physical boost.
It gave me an incredible life-long memory to cherish. Every volunteer, every
participant has their own unique DREAM story.

In today's world, there are still many barriers for people with disabilities. DREAM
exists to provide access to empowering outdoor opportunities. Our programs
focus on abilities and give everyone a platform to see all they are capable of.
There is no free ride! We ask our participants to give all they can, because we
know there is much to gain in return. Just as our athletes push their limits,
DREAM leadership does as well. This past February the Board of Directors and
staff created a new strategic plan with support from an independent facilitator.
The outcome was a clear vision with defined goals to lead us through 2022.
The future of DREAM is bright, but let’s not forget about our exciting 2019. We
launched a new program, Mountain Biking! Individual lessons and group rides
were offered May–Oct., which included two days on Going-to-the-Sun road in
Glacier Park. This winter we'll also launch an adaptive Nordic Ski Program through
a partnership with Glacier Nordic Club. Both new programs were made possible
through the generosity of two families who deeply believe in our mission.
The countless DREAM stories exist because of you, our incredible family of
supporters. I look forward to celebrating 35 Years with you in 2020!

VOLUNTEER
of the Year
Russ DeVore
“The DREAM Volunteers
and staff do an amazing job
of making the seemingly
impossible possible for our
participants and families.
The pure joy our participants
get from skiing, biking, or
just being outdoors is so fun
and
rewarding
to
experience.
Everyday
I
volunteer, I go home with a
big smile on my face.”
Russ is pictured far right in the
top photo.

Rookie of the Year
Barbara Thompson
“I was recruited
into DREAM by
a woman known
within the
organization as
”Wonderful Wanda” because of
her competence, compassion,
and commitment. I came to
learn that Wanda exemplifies
the character of the volunteers
and staff of DREAM. It was a
blast to work with them and
with the participants who have
an almost fearless love for
adventure and the outdoors.
Witnessing their courage and
sharing their experiences has
been a true pleasure.”

The Buzz is All Around
By: Naomi Morrison, Dir. of Development
We’re still on a high from the Whitefish Community
Foundation’s Great Fish Challenge. With the extraordinary
support through this campaign, new and returning donors helped
us exceed our goals. In total DREAM supporters raised $88,431.28 including the
$9,800 match. To add to the excitement, we were awarded the Doris Schumm
Community Spirit Award and a $2,500 grant. That's over $90K raised! We
cannot thank you enough for making this our biggest Great Fish to date.
Not only was it our biggest Great Fish, it was by far our best from an awareness
standpoint. Many people saw our success and asked about our mission. The
buzz incited dozens of conversations with community members who now know
about our important work. The reach of this campaign goes farther than
funding. We are thrilled to have gained new participants and volunteers as well.
As a supporter of DREAM, please keep sharing our mission; The buzz will help
us grow in exponential ways.

Become a DREAM Maker

by joining our monthly giving program
Giving monthly helps daily. Did you know...We run
adaptive ski & snowboard lessons seven days a week
during the winter? In the warmer months, multiple
programs and lessons occur each week.
Consistent giving provides predictable revenue and allow us to spend more time
on direct program initiatives. Choose a giving interval that works best for you.

Help us reach our goal...
35 donors registered to give $35/month before our 35th Anniversary! (6/10/20)
Become a DREAM Maker and receive exclusive announcements & opportunities
throughout the year. The process is quick and secure.
VISIT: ______________________________________
www.DreamAdaptive.org/monthly to get started today!

An Interview with
David & Cameron Williams

A Dynamic Duo

Tell us about yourself & how you found DREAM: I (David) am a father of
six and relocated with my family to Kalispell in 2005 from California. The
very next year, we learned about DREAM while our eldest Cameron, who is
cognitively delayed, began skiing with the Kalispell Middle School. The very
next year our entire family jumped in to support Cameron and DREAM, and
we've never looked back. What other programs are you involved with? I've
been an active volunteer for DREAM's watersports program since 2012. My
first-mate Cameron and I volunteer our boat and time for the entire week-long
event. How has DREAM impacted your family? All of my children love
being a part of DREAM and have learned the joy and rewards of service while
empowering others to do things that would otherwise be impossible. This level
of service has inspired them to work at assisted living facilities, become

SAVE THE DATE
March 6, 2020
The Snow Ball

(aka Spring Fling)

DREAM
Makers
The Lodge
at Whitefish Lake

Dinner, Live Music, Amazing auctions

March 7, 2020
First-Annual Shred-A-Thon
Whitefish Mountain Resort

Form Teams, Fundraise, Shred for cool prizes

Learn More:

www.dreamadaptive.org/events
__________________________________

“Cameron's favorite thing is
skiing powder. He giggles
hysterically watching the
powder cover his skis and
boots. Cameron is a very
social person and loves being
with all his friends he has
made over his 10+ years of
DREAM!" ~ David Williams

lifeguards, swim coaches and support organizations that feed food-insecure
and homeless. For me, I coach the Kalispell Krushers Adult Special Olympic
Team & recently purchased a large school bus to start a charity transit service.
I want to help athletes get to and from training & competitions.
What do you want others to know about DREAM? The importance of
serving others is something our culture needs more of. DREAM provides a
joyous way of freeing people from their perceived disabilities and into the
beautiful outdoors. I am thankful for DREAM seeding these values in my
children and growing them into caring adults through service. Outdoor
programs, especially skiing, allows participants freedom to go as fast or slow
as they want, in any direction they want. They are not conformed by courts,
teams, rules, or spectators. Skiers can race a slope as fast as anyone, or chose
the sweet silence of powder. Empowerment begins with choice and, in turn,
affirms character. What's Cameron's favorite part of skiing? On any given
ski day you can hear Cameron laughing and screaming at the top of his lungs
coming down the hill. What are you looking forward to most about the
DREAM ski season? Although I've been skiing for 45 years, the athletes
motivate me improve my instructor skills year after year. Cameron and I both
look forward to the fun and wonderful relationships with the program.
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