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Backcountry Powder Camp Provides Advanced Opportunities for Individuals with Disabilities 

 

Whitefish, Mont. – Dream Adaptive Recreation will host the 4th annual Backcountry Powder Camp for 

individuals with physical disabilities, including Military Veterans, from February 10th to the 16th.  The 

program offers a unique opportunity for advanced skiers and snowboarders to push their limits in 

challenging terrain.   

 

In addition to three days of cat skiing with Great Northern Powder Guides, the program provides 

adaptive avalanche training with Flathead Avalanche Center and two days at Whitefish Mountain 

Resort.  By providing a variety of terrain and educational clinics, the camp is set up to promote true 

independence.   

 

“The camp provides an opportunity for people with a more advanced skill set to learn in a backcountry 

setting,” said Lucas Grossi, Dream’s Backcountry Powder Camp coordinator. “It’s progressive and fun for 

those who have the talent to do it.” 

 

This year’s camp is stock full of talent, with three Paralympians on the roster.  One notable athlete is 

military veteran James Sides from Silverthorne, Colorado. He was injured in 2012 during deployment, 

and once recovered, attended an adaptive snowboard camp in Breckenridge. 

 

“It didn’t save my life, but it helped direct my recovery,” Sides said. 

 

He did so well his first year of adaptive riding that he was invited to race at an elite level.  Fast forward 

to March 2018 and the Sochi Paralympic Games.  Sides represented the United States and placed in the 

top 15 or better in all his events.  He’s looking forward to the Backcountry Powder Camp because of the 

heightened challenge and the safety classes offered.  Sides has his sights set on becoming a ski patroller 

and knows this experience will be valuable for that position. 

 

“I’m super excited and thankful that this camp is happening,” said Sides. “I look forward to learning how 

to ride and navigate in the backcountry.” 

 

Odie Pierce, a local mono-skier, will attend Powder Camp for the fourth straight year.  At age 11 he 

learned to sit-ski through the DREAM Alpine Program at Whitefish Mountain Resort. 

 



“As someone who’s been to a lot of adaptive ski camps, this is the most challenging,” Pierce said. “There 

was so much snow the first year that it got me hooked and is the reason why I moved to Whitefish from 

Jackson Hole. The snow is going to be epic and we have a really good group this year. We should be able 

to select steeper, more challenging terrain.” 

 

DREAM is on a mission to expand its year-round adaptive programming to support the rising demand.   

Grossi noted the area is primed for growth. “As far as Whitefish is concerned, it’s becoming a 

destination for everyone. The Powder Camp and other programs draw adaptive athletes, along with 

their families and friends from near and far. A big reason is the great inclusive outdoor recreation 

opportunities.” 

 

To learn more about Dream Adaptive Recreation, visit dreamadaptive.org or call (406) 862-1817. 

 

 

 


