
Getting To Know You 
By Emily Bertino, Executive Director 

 

The holidays are my absolute favorite time of year. This 

year I am honored to be experiencing the holidays as part of 
the remarkable family that is Dream Adaptive. This organi-
zation and its mission completely embody what the holidays 
mean to me, celebrating with friends and family, winter 
sports, activities filled with joy, and being thankful for the 

gifts we have in life. 
 

When I started with Dream in June, the summer programs 
and water activities were just beginning, and I was lucky to 
jump right into the fun. My first Paddle Day was on Flathead 
Lake, it was also the first paddle day for a number of our 
participants. Some of them had never been on a board, 
some were afraid of the water and had never been swim-
ming, others knew exactly what to do, and with a volunteer 
in tow, were out on the lake in seconds, expertly paddling on 

a gorgeous Montana summer day. 
 

One young man caught my eye as he paced along the 
shoreline. I introduced myself to his father. He said his son 
wanted to learn to paddle board because he had cousins 
who paddled, and he really wanted to go with them, but he 
was terrified of being in the water. I thought it was so cool 
that this young man decided he wanted to learn an activity 

so badly he was willing to face his most fundamental fear. 
 

After a series of very slow introductions to the paddle board 
on shore, this young man was ready to hold a paddle and sit 
on a board in the water. A volunteer held the board still and 

he sat down and took the paddle. 

 

 He made some slow paddle motions while the volunteer 
moved the board in bigger circles. He looked very comforta-
ble with the paddle, so I asked if he wanted to have a volun-
teer go out a little farther with him. He said “ok”, a volunteer 
sat on a board next to his and they slowly started out. The 
volunteer got on up on her knees, and the young man did the 

same, he didn’t wobble or drop his paddle. He was steady. 
 

At that moment I was pulled away on another task, and did 
not look up again to check on them for about ten minutes. At 
the very far end of the paddle area, I saw our volunteer 
standing and paddling around the young man. He was stand-
ing on the board and paddling on his own. In a matter of 
minutes was paddling faster and farther 
than the volunteer. He looked like he’d 

been paddle boarding for years. 
 

 

 

 

 

I share this story with you because on my 
very first program day, with my very first 
participant, I understood that the mission 
of Dream Adaptive is not only to provide 
recreation opportunities to individuals with disabilities. The 
mission is bigger than that. Our work helps build the individu-
al on the inside. Our volunteers and programs are not just 
facilitating activities, they guide an individual to more person-
al strength, they help overcome very real fears, and from 
what I experienced that first day, they teach everyone that 

many more things are possible in this life than we think.  

You just have to go for it. 
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MISSION 

Enhance the quality of life of 
individuals with disabilities 

by providing year round out-
door adaptive recreational  

opportunities.  

 

Dream Adaptive participants are the ones who bring the real joy. Our programs are carefully 

designed for people of all ages, all disabilities and every type of  AWESOMENESS! 

Thank you for coming 
into our lives and 
gifting us with your 
bravery, fearlessness, 
excitement, determi-

nation and laughter.  

Big hugs and thank you from our 
hearts to Tom Bundy, our outgoing 

Treasurer and dedicated Board 

Member. Miss you already! 

Programs 

Volunteers 

Participants, staff and 
volunteers having some 
silly fun at  Water Sports 

Week. 

Many organizations rely on volunteers to accomplish their mission. At 
Dream Adaptive, our  mission could not be fulfilled in even the smallest way 
without the amazing and talented people who give their time to us. Over 
170 volunteers put in over 6,000 hours this year. They give their time, ener-
gy, compassion, humor, athletic skills and love to our organization. With 
only two staffers, Dream Adaptive relies on these wonderful people to carry 
equipment, set up programs, be mentors and guides, work in all weather 
conditions, participate in lots of training, work events, and be adaptive 
sports ambassadors in our community. The staff and Board of Dream 
want to thank each volunteer this holiday season, and send you wishes of 

comfort and joy and may Santa bring you many powder days! 

Want to join the greatest team around? Go to the Volunteer  

page on our website and learn more at  

dreamadaptive.org 

Wanda “Wanderful” Caddell  

2017 Volunteer of The Year 

What a year it has been for DREAM programs. I wish it was possible to count every 
smile I saw on the faces of participants, staff, volunteers, family and community 
members. It would be quite the number! I know my cheeks hurt after each program 
day from smiling so much. 

2017 started off with a bang, as the Alpine Ski / Ride Program provided nearly 1,000 
lessons to 200 individual participants. Fifteen Schools & Special Olympics groups 
took part in weekly lessons. Our three Military Ski / Ride Weekends saw both young 
and old take to the slopes together. 

The Paddle Program was extremely popular for participants and family members 
this summer.  We enjoyed six sunny days on Flathead and Whitefish Lakes for pad-
dle boarding and kayaking. For the ninth-year running the Water Sports Week took 
place on Echo Lake in Bigfork. In addition to paddle boarding and kayaking, we pro-
vided swimming, pontoon boating, water skiing, sit water skiing, knee boarding, 
wake boarding and tubing to over 60 participants and over 90 family members. 

2017 was absolutely a year to remember, and 2018 will see even more activity. Stay 
tuned for an exciting new program announcement in the spring! 

I firmly believe in the power of outdoor recreation. Thank you for supporting our ef-
forts to increase access for people of all abilities. I look forward to spending more 
time together in the coming year! 

      - Julie Tickle, Program Coordinator 



We are able to provide our programs at minimal or no fee because of  

support from people who care about adaptive recreation. 

 

Please consider giving a holiday donation so Dream can continue growing 

 and providing life-changing outdoor recreation opportunities in  

our community. 

Dream Adaptive Recreation 
PO Box 4084    Whitefish, MT 59937 

                dreamadaptive.org   

Dream Adaptive Recreation, Inc. is a registered 501 (c)(3) organization 

Backcountry Powder Camp 

Ben Hollingsworth Scholarship 

Dream Adaptive Events 

Thanks for Joining The Party! 

All proceeds directly benefit Dream programs. For tickets, 
sponsorships and donation information,  

follow us on Facebook and our website, dreamadaptive.org 

Dream Adaptive offers a winter scholarship each year to a deserving young ath-
lete who would otherwise not have the means to participate in the program Our 
Ben Hollingsworth scholarship is in memory of a young man who 
was an accomplished skier, snowboarder and mountain biker. 
Ben was also deaf. He was very involved in community service 
projects at the time of his death from a wake boarding accident. 
To read more about Ben and the scholarship, please go to the 
Programs page of our website, dreamadaptive.org. We thank  
Ben and his family for caring about youth in adaptive sports. 

Dream and Great Northern Powder Guides are stoked to bring our Backcountry 
Powder Camp (BC/PC) to fruition for the third year in a row. This camp is a 
unique opportunity for advanced adaptive skiers and snowboarders to gain full 
access to the backcountry white-room experience. For many athletes with a 
physical disability, it offers them their first chance to push their own abilities 
beyond the limits of a ski area boundary line.  
My favorite part of riding a cat into the backcountry is looking around at our ath-
letes and seeing their expressions of excitement and anticipation. They know it’s 
going to be a glorious day of riding. Cat skiing is a life altering experience! 

I cater events like this for adap-
tive athletes because others 
have done it for me. I lost my leg 
in a car accident when I was 12. 
My mother had me up on the hill 
skiing before I learned how to 
walk again.  

In 1999, I created the first adap-
tive freestyle snowboarding camps and organized the Adaptive Division of the 
United States of America Snowboard Association. These events and competi-
tions were the start of a grassroots movement that ultimately lead to adaptive 
snowboarding making it into the 2014 Paralympics.  
I am proud of all this, but the truth is that shredding waist deep pow is where 
it's at! Riding it with friends and people with a shared experience is even bet-
ter.  BC/PC just rules! 
                   - Lucas Grossi, BC/PC Coordinator 

Spring Fling -  The Big Party! An evening of great food, friends and music  

at Grouse Mountain Lodge. Join us in April for silent auctions, raffles and eve-

ryone’s favorite, THE PIE AUCTION. 2017 Spring Fling raised over $20,000! 

Dream Golf Tournament  - Our first annual tourney was held at Village 

Greens in Kalispell, and it was a great success raising over $3,000 for Dream 
programs! Thank you to all our hole sponsors, donors, teams and Village 

Greens. Look for the date in June of 2018 and join us on the course. 

Great Fish Community Challenge  - THE BIG ONE. We are very 
lucky to be a part of this amazing event put on by the Whitefish Community 
Foundation. This year we were awarded over $60,000 at the end of the fund 

raiser! Thank you to everyone who gave to this important event!  

Evening Of Inspiration  This event in November highlights the impact 
Dream programs have on our family of participants. We share stories, hear 

testimonials, enjoy a film, and party with raffles, food, and fun.  

 Need A Gift Idea? Check Out 

Our Store 

dreamadaptive.org/merchandise 

 

Veterans Programs    

We are proud to offer specific days in each of our programs for 
veterans and their families. Thank you for your service. We look 

forward to serving you again in 2018. 



  

PO Box 4084 

Whitefish, MT 59937 

         We want to say thank you to great local businesses 
who support our programs 

         Its Winter Sports Time! Hooray! 

Weyerhaeuser  Glacier Bank  Park Side Credit Union 

Tamarack Brewing  Whitefish Therapy Sports Three Rivers Bank 

Whitefish Credit Union PTA Physical Therapy Whitefish Community Foundation 

Whitefish Ski Resort  Backslope Brewing  VFW Kalispell 

Subway Whitefish  Great Northern Powder Guides The White Room 

Great Northern Ski & Cycle Village Green Golf Course The Wave 

Valley Bank  Eisinger Honda  DA Davidson 

Crowley Fleck Attorneys Cedar House  Aluma Glass 

Alliance Title and Escrow Hinchey & Hinchey Attorneys Kaufman, Vidal & Hileman Attorneys 

Bonsai Brewing  Dashing Decor  Flathead Lake Brewing 

Box of Rain  Great Northern Brewery Whitefish Pilot 

Flathead Beacon  KPAX   Kalispell Brewing Company 

Blue Samarai  Montana Tap House  Joe Stone Foundation 

Columbia Falls Rotary Glacier Clothing Co.   North Fork Pizza 

Tamarack Ski & Lake Shop Paddlefish   Paddleboard Outfitters 

 


